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374 MODERN LANGUAGE NOTES 



ROSENCRANTZ AND GUILDENSTERN 

Prince Hamlet is represented by Shakespeare as a student at 
Wittenberg. Was this simply because Wittenberg enjoyed the 
highest reputation among contemporary Englishmen? Giordano 
Bruno, the friend of Sidney, after residence in London and in 
Oxford, went thither. Marlowe's Faustus was presumably, as in 
the German original, a Wittenberg professor. Thomas Nash in- 
vented at Wittenberg " a solempne disputation where Luther and 
Carolstadius scolded levell eoile." 1 Fynes Moryson described his 
visit there ; how he saw the house of Dr. Faustus and " the asper- 
sion of ink east by the divell at Luther when he tempted him, on 
the wall of St. Augustine's college." 2 He and many contempo- 
raries matriculated at Wittenberg. 3 

Shakespeare then may have chosen Wittenberg simply on account 
of its fame. It is interesting to note, however, that Hamlet's 
Wittenberg friends, Rosencrantz and Guildenstern, may actually 
have been drawn from the life, as there were men of this name at 
the university. A Holger Rosencrantz who studied at Wittenberg 
in the years 1592-95 was later attached to the Danish embassy in 
London. 4 A Frederick Rosencrantz, son of another Holger Rosen- 
crantz and of Karen Gyldenstjerne, matriculated in December, 
1586. 5 There was also a " Gabriel Giildenstern Danus natus in 
equestri familia" who registered on 15 May, 1573. 6 Is it not 
likely that the poet met, or heard of, one or more of these gentle- 
men at court? 

Preserved Smith. 
Cambridge, Mass. 



Doctor Johnson's Interest in Welsh 

I have in my possession a copy of the first edition of Gorchestion 
Beirdd Cymru, a collection of Welsh poems mostly of the four- 
teenth and fifteenth centuries, published at Shrewsbury in 1773. 
Among the names of the subscribers to this volume we find that 

1 Thomas Nash's Works, ed. R. B. MoKerrow, 1904, ii, 246, 250. 

2 The Itinerary of Fynes Moryson, 4 vols., 1907, i, 14 ff.; ii, 348. 
'Album Academie Vitebergensis, 3 vols., ed. C. E Foerstemann, 1841, 

passim. A study of " Englishmen at Wittenberg in the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury " will shortly appear in The English Historical Review. 

' Thorn bury in Notes and Queries, 5 Aug., 1871; Variorum Shakespeare, 
Act II, Scene ii, line 2. C. F. Bricka: Dansk Biografisk Lexicon, s. v. 
" Holger Rosenkrantz." Neither Thornbury nor the Variorum mention 
the study at Wittenberg, whereas Bricka, speaking of the man's extensive 
travels, does not note the residence in England. 

1 Album, ii, 344 ; Bricka, s. v. " Frederik Bosenkrantz." 

'Album, ii, 236. 



